
When Northside teacher Chester 

Tylinski put a team of four together in 

one room armed only with buzzers, it 

could only mean one thing: the certa-

men season had finally begun. With 

Northside vying for a seventh  straight 

state title in  every level of Latin; prac-

tice for certamen started as early as 

the beginning of September.  

After putting in countless hours 

against their peers, it was finally time 

to test their knowledge against the 

other schools of the Northern region, 

reported to be one of the toughest 

certamen regions in Illinois. During the 

first three preliminary rounds, how-

ever, Northside won, looking toward 

finals as a crucial challenge later in 

the year. 

The first round of certamen was 

held on October 28, 2008 at the Chi-

cago Latin School.  Northside faced 
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Barrington High School hosted the 

first Fall Festivus on November 22. 

òFirst, we wanted to orient new 

students and schools to conventions,ó 

IJCL President Henry Cornillie said. 

òWe hoped this familiarity would en-

courage participation in other JCL 

functions like the state convention in 

February. Second, we felt that there 

should be an opportunity for veterans 

of JCL to see each other during the 

fall.ó 

The students in attendance took 

an omnibus academic test, similar to 

that administered at IJCL. A general 

assembly followed, at which each 

school gave the top five reasons for 

taking Latin at their school. Teachers 

were also in for a surprise when the 

board hosted a teacher-certamen 

event, in which Northside teacher Mr. 

Chester Tylinski and his team-mate 

Ms. Brandy Henricks took second 

place. 

The event was filled with several 

activities for students such as Ludi 

Ping-Pong, a scavenger hunt, open 

certamen, and an ice cream social. 

Still, the timing of some events coin-

cided, forcing students to choose be-

tween ping-pong and certamen. 

òI feel like it was very successful,ó 

Katy Ceisel, IJCL 2nd Vice-President, 

said. òI was slightly disappointed with 

the number of people, as more 

schools had RSVPõed, but I had fun 

and I think most people did.ó 

As far as state convention goes, 

Cornillie said, òPeople can look for-

ward to the same fun and excitement 

that the State Convention always pro-

vides, with the addition of a Bazaar 

and a new Graphic Arts contest.ó 

The IJCL board hopes to make Fall 

Festivus an annual event. 

      òOther states may have their 

Spring Flings or Fall Forums, but 

thereõs Festivus, for the rest of us,ó 

Cornillie said. 
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pressure from the start.  However, 

after the night completed, the teamsõ 

confidences cemented, as they handily 
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easier than what we all expected,ó he 

said, òI think that all those hours that 

we put after school with Mr. Tylinski 

helped a great deal. It felt like the 

practices were actually harder than 

the certamen round itself.ó   

From its victory at Latin school, 

Northside came into New Trier to win 

the seasonõs second round of certa-

men. It seemed somewhat of a re-

peat from the first round as all three 

levels won their respective rounds, 

but certamen wasnõt the biggest 

problem on some peopleõs minds. 

beat schools like Loyola, New Trier, 

and Latin.  

òThis certamen round went 

smoothly,ó a lower player recapped, 

òIn general, it seems that competi-

tion, especially on the Latin II level 

has intensified.ó 

 Others like novice certamen 

player Saad Syed saw the first round 

of certamen as a fun way to test his 

knowledge against other Latin stu-

dents.  òThis certamen round was 

(Continued from page 1) òThe certamen rounds went well 

as we won pretty handily,ó Novice 

captain David Jaffe joked, òbut the 

bigger problem that I faced was trying 

to get my food out of the vending ma-

chine, which wouldnõt give my Pirateõs 

Booty.ó   

   As the third round of certamen ap-

proached, Northside tried to cram in 

time to hone their certamen skills.  

However, it seemed to the Northside 

players that the practice which they 

put in showed in their play, a positive 

result as long as they focus. 

While others stayed home, 

Northside College Prep students and 

alumni braved Chicagoõs winter 

weather to attend Latin practices. 

They gathered twice over the two 

week winter break to prepare for the 

annual Illinois Junior Classical League 

convention, to be held February 26- 

28 in Tinley Park.  

At practices, current students 

were given a chance to rehearse their 

dramatic interpretations and Latin 

oratories. They also received critique 

from former National and State crea-

tive arts champions. Kelsey Koon of 

Queens College provided additional 

support to Northside Latin students 

through a presentation on speech 

making.  She shared tips and tricks 

as well as basic òdos and donõtsó to 

help in future creative arts competi-

tions. 

òI found Kelseyõs seminar...to be 

really helpful,ó said one Latin stu-

dent, òshe is obviously a skilled 

speaker and getting her advice 

gained from here at IJCl will help me.ó 

More than five Northside Prep 

alumni returned over the course of 

the two prep days, giving them an 

opportunity to reunite and sustain 

connections which have helped 

Northsideõs Latin program grow into 

what it is today.  

òI was amazed at the number of 

former students and currents stu-

dents that were willing to give up 

their winter breaks in to study Latin,ó 

said Latin II student Claire Kilpatrick.  

One highlight of the practices 

was a staged certamen between the 

alumni and current students.  Both 

parties seemed to enjoy the activity 

and the games lasted for several 

hours.  Overall, it was an impression-

able experience both in terms of hav-

ing fun over break and as a way to 

explore new ways to learn Latin. 

S P E A K I N G  T H E  W A Y  T O  S T A T E  O V E R  W I N T E R  B RE A K 
B Y  J E F F R E Y  J O S E P H 

òéan opportunity to 

sustain connections 

which have helped 

Northsideõs Latin 

program grow into 

what it is today.ó 
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òéto raise money for 

UNICEF and share 

enthusiasm for the 

classics during 

Halloween festivities by 

a simple, yet effective 

method: Toga Treating.ó 

On October 31 and November 1, 

Northside College Prep Latin Club 

(NCPLC) Aediles Anna Parks and Heta 

Panchal led groups around the 

schoolõs neighborhood.  They planned 

to raise money for the charity UNICEF 

and share enthusiasm for the clas-

sics during Halloween festivities by a 

simple, yet effective method: Toga 

Treating. 

Walking on the streets garbed in 

togas ranging from spiffy green to 

placid white, the group, composed 

mostly of girls, was able to reminisce 

on what the Romans would have 

thought.  However, in a modern 

world, the toga-ed girls were endeav-

oring in enough good to defy ancient 

stereotypes. 

With the presidential elections 

several days away, some generous 

donors asked the group for whom 

they were rooting. 

"Are any of you 18? I'll donate 

20 dollars if one of you is," one man 

said. 

Aside from raising funds for UNI-

CEF, the NCPLC members returned 

with a sense of accomplishment and 

great memories. 

One remembered, "We met Mr. 

Tabora, a physics teacher at 

[Northside] school, and were able to 

ask about his new-born daughter and 

his wife who was on maternity leave." 

Like Jane Bialek, an alumna of 

NCP, had hoped, Toga Treating has 

become a Latin Club traditionñan 

annual event for many years to come. 

books. The Imperius Curse is used 

throughout the novels to control a 

victimõs actions. òImperioó means to 

command. Another curse commonly 

used to extinguish all light is Nox, in 

Latin òNoxó means night. The most 

famous of all spells within Harry Pot-

ter is perhaps the Patronus Charm, 

which is used to protect Harry and his 

friends. In Latin, òpatronusó can be 

translated as protector. 

      Other language references 

can be found throughout the books. 

Words such as òapparateó and 

òDementoró find their roots in Latin.  

And although Latin is not the only 

language which Rowling draws upon 

for inspiration (e.g.: the name Dum-

bledore from the Old English word for 

òbumblebeeó), she relies on it much 

more heavily than other languages. 

Mythological and historical refer-

      "Draco dormiens numquam 

titillandus.ó  òA sleeping dragon 

should never be tickled.ó This is the 

motto the Hogwarts School of Witch-

craft and Wizardry.  

The Harry Potter Series chroni-

cles the journey of a young boy in his 

quest to rid the wizarding world of 

evil. During the course of this journey, 

he meets many characters and casts 

many spells, which, almost without 

fail, relate to the classical world. The 

extent and significance of these often 

undiscovered references, prove that 

perhaps the òsleeping dragonó should 

be awakened so that all can come to 

a greater level of understanding of 

the series that has stolen the hearts 

of many. 

      The first group of references 

can be found in the multitude of 

spells used throughout J.K. Rowlingõs 

ences are present throughout the 

series as well. Various Chocolate Frog 

trading cards list classical person-

ages as wizards, including Agrippa, 

Ptolemy, and Circe. On Harryõs fore-

head is a lightning bolt, an infamous 

symbol of Zeus, the leader of the 

gods on Mount Olympus. Fluffy, the 3-

headed dog guarding the Sorcerers 

Stone, is an allusion to Cerberus, the 

3-headed guard dog of Hades. 

      When asked through Scholas-

tic.com about these references, Ms. 

Rowling responded, òMy Latin, such 

as it is, is self-taught. I enjoy feeling 

that wizards would continue to use 

this dead language in their everyday 

life.ó  

Based on the multitude of refer-

ences shown above, one can con-

clude that Ms, Rowling taught herself 

very well indeed. 

T O G A  T R E A T I N G 

B Y  H E T A  P A N C H A L 

A B R A C A D A B R A :  L A T I N  IN LITERATUREõS MOST M A G I C A L  W O R L D 
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Latin grammar is difficult to learn.  

I remember spending a lot of my 

freshman year memorizing the five 

declensions and four conjugations.   

The syntax is confusing.  For ex-

ample, the ablative of separation, 

ablative of place from which, and da-

tive of reference can be used inter-

changeably.  The pressing 

question becomes, òWhich 

form should I use?ó  The 

answer is, simply, òAny.ó  

But why? 

Latin grammar is difficult to learn 

due to many grammatical forms and 

rules.  This must be understood.  

However, a student cannot learn 

grammar without knowing words like 

ògenitiveó or òenclitic.ó  The Latin text 

book Northside uses does not explain 

this. 

Towards the end of my junior year 

some students asked me to tutor 

them in Latin.  A few of them needed 

to learn grammar taught in Latin I.  I 

honestly did not know how to help 

them with two years of Latin gram-

mar.  I noticed that if a student did 

not follow from the beginning, then it 

was unlikely that the student would 

keep up.  Students not taught English 

grammar in grade school usually 

found learning Latin grammar diffi-

cult, especially at an accelerated 

pace. 

I wanted to provide entering Latin 

I students a tutoring program that 

befit their needs.  Thus, I initiated a 

classroom-style tutoring program to 

teach Latin grammar in depth as well 

as English grammar specific to les-

sons. 

Students have already shown 

benefits from the lessons.  And as 

much as I enjoy teaching Latin, I want 

the students to enjoy learning it. 

T H E  B I R T H  O F  A  T U T O RI N G  P R O G R A M 

C O M M E N T A R Y  B Y  A I S H A  A H M A D 
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